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Interview
with Marco GRASSO
by Ilenya Camozzi
Marco Grasso is Associate Professor of Economic and
Political Geography at the Department of Sociology and
Social Research, University of Milano-Bicocca. He is also
UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme), GEO
(Global Environmental Outlook) expert (Lead Author in
the Climate section of the Regional Assessment for
Europe). His research interests include – broadly
understood – i) international climate change governance
and ii) adaptation and social vulnerability to climate
change, and human security.
His recent main publications include:
2016, Grasso, M. ‘The political feasibility of consumption-based carbon accounting’, New
Political Economy, n. 21(4), pp. 401-413;
2015, Grasso, M. and Sacchi, S. ‘Impure procedural justice in climate governance systems’,
Environmental Values, n. 24(6), pp. 777-798;
2015, Markowitz, E.M., Grasso, M. and Jamieson, D. ‘Climate ethics at a multidisciplinary
crossroads: Four directions for future scholarship’, Climatic Change, n. 130(3), pp. 465-474.

PLAYING GOD WITH THE CLIMATE
At the Paris climate change conference (COP21), in December 2015, 195 countries signed a
global climate that aims at limiting global warming below 2° C. According to the Paris
Agreement, the plan is due to enter into force in 2020. The first-ever universal global climate
deal was welcomed with great enthusiasm and hope. We are now approaching the first
anniversary of the Paris conference. Nevertheless, climate experts and scientists reported that
both winter and spring 2016 were the hottest by far in the historical records since recordkeeping began. Therefore, the Paris agreements seem to be already impossible to be
implemented. Is it a correct interpretation?
Climate scientists reported that the last few years were by far the hottest in the historical
records. This evidence unfortunately suggests also that political, economic, and social inertia
prevents polluters from reducing emissions fast enough to avoid further dangerous impacts.
Additionally, although the recently adopted Paris Agreement testifies to an unprecedented
global breadth of climate initiatives, it does not set sufficient emissions cuts to achieve the goal
of safely limiting the global temperatures increase.
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In the past few years discussions on climate engineering, namely a diverse array of
technologies for manipulating the global climate, have grown considerably amongst scientists,
policy makers, and activists. What are the potentialities and the limits of climate engineering?
The bleak outlook outlined above has led to increased consideration of a range of climate
engineering (CE) technologies, which have emerged as a third category of possible responses to
climate change, alongside reducing emissions (mitigation) and lessening climate impacts
(adaptation). The Paris Agreement itself implies that the climate community must look at the full
spectrum of CE, since its ambitious temperature targets would not be attainable through
emissions cuts alone. To keep temperatures well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels, the use
of uncertain and still controversial technologies seems, in fact, necessary: China, for instance,
carefully considers CE in order to meet the Paris target. Among CE technologies, solar radiation
management (SRM), a set of approaches (e.g., stratospheric aerosol injection, marine cloud
brightening, space-based schemes) that intend to modify the Earth’s energy balance in order to
cool temperatures at a regional or global scale, is the most promising, yet controversial one.
On the one hand, its cost is very low
compared to other measures against
climate change, so that it can be
shouldered by almost any state or small
group of states, and potentially even by
wealthy individuals. Additionally, SRM can
result in temperature and precipitation
closer to preindustrial levels in all regions,
it is believed to generally offset the
impacts
of
elevated
emission
concentrations and, if combined with
adequate emission reductions, it can
prove particularly beneficial to the most
vulnerable peoples. SRM capacity to meet
these two objectives makes it a high
leverage technology, since it can exert
large influence over global climate from
relatively small inputs. On the other hand,
many uncertainties and problems still
surround SRM.
It would concur in stratospheric ozone depletion, in unpredictably changing the spatial
distribution of temperatures and precipitations, in altering ocean circulation and the diffusion of
incoming light. Furthermore, SRM raises sensitive social, political, and ethical issues. It is believed
to open the floodgate to the implementation of technologies that would make it possible to
disregard the causes of the climate problem, with the consequence of undermining the already
insufficient effort toward mitigation and to a lesser extent toward adaptation: this is known as
moral hazard. Additionally, SRM would engender a problem of moral corruption: instead of
tackling climate change seriously, humanity could still find excuses, often embedded in visions of
technological omnipotence, to search for technological fixes that make it possible to continue
with business-as-usual behaviours extremely harmful for the climate system.
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A further concern is usually described as the slippery slope argument. This implies that
conducting research on SRM would generate a strong commitment to its future implementation.
SRM could also trigger a competitive political dynamic that would push involved agents to match
one another effort out of fear. Another major problem derives from the structure itself of SRM,
in particular, from its ‘incredible economics’, which would riskily favour unilateral and/or
minilateral action. And since SRM would inevitably produce winners and losers, the prevention
and/or management of its asymmetric benefits, costs and risks become a critical issue of
international politics and ultimately a serious potential source of international tension. By the
same token, SRM has the potential to exacerbate the North-South tensions in international
climate policy: the very likely exclusion of less-technologically powerful countries can be, in fact,
perceived as a neo-colonial attempt from the North to escape its responsibility and to expose the
South to unknown risks, while diverting funds from adaptation.

Is there a role for social sciences in the investigation of climate engineering?
Indeed, and extremely important! Social sciences can be expensive, time consuming and messy,
but research into the political, social and ethical issues associated with climate engineering are
crucial. Only social sciences can ultimately help produce robust and democratically-accountable
knowledge about climate engineering and its governance.
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Research
SAHWA

RESEARCHING ARAB MEDITERRANEAN YOUTH:
TOWARDS A NEW SOCIAL CONTRACT
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Seventh
Framework Programme for research, technological development and
demonstration under grant agreement nº 613174

As the Arab Spring unfolds into its fourth year, research on the whys and wherefores of this process
have mostly focused on dynamics of transition. Although Arab youth was at the forefront of the
popular protests that initiated such a process and have remained as the most dynamic social actor,
little albeit increasing attention has been paid to young people in the Arab Mediterranean
countries, their views and prospects. As a result, despite the growing interest for the region, a
glaring lack of knowledge about Arab youth (ways of life, socio-economic conditions, values,
perceptions, etc.), and as a consequence about Arab societies, has marked the views of external
actors and policy-makers so far.
In this context, the SAHWA Project brings together fifteen partners from Europe and Arab countries
to research youth prospects and perspectives in a context of multiple social, economic and political
transitions in five Arab Mediterranean countries (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt and Lebanon).
The thematic axes around which the project will revolve are education, employment and social
inclusion, political mobilization and participation, culture and values, international migration and
mobility, gender, comparative experiences in other transition contexts and public policies and
international cooperation.
The Bicocca SAHWA Team - Carmen Leccardi (Coordinator), Ilenya Camozzi, Daniela Cherubini,
Paola Rivetti - is mainly involved in the following research areas: gender equality; youth
empowerment (mobilization, social movements, political participation and social media); youth
cultures (values, representations and social conditions).
Project coordinator: CIDOB Barcelona Center for International Affairs
Project partners: University of Plovdiv, University
of Bremen, University of Milano-Bicocca, ANIMA
Investment Network, Center of Arab Women for
Training and Research, Centre de Recherche en
Economie Appliquée pour le Développement,
Education for Employment, Institut des Hautes
Etudes de Management, University of Liverpool,
Barcelona Center for International Affairs,
Finnish Youth Research Network, Middle East
Technical University, Lebanese American
University, University of Lleida, American
University in Cairo.

www.sahwa.eu
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Books Review
CARO PRESIDENTE
Gli italiani scrivono al Quirinale (1946-1971)
Teresa Bertilotti
Firenze, Le Monnier – Mondadori Education, 2016

The letter to the “authority” is an
instrument with a long history whose use
can be traced far back in time. These
letters sent by citizens to Presidents of the
Republic tell the story of men and women
who, in despair or out of a sense of
patriotism, appeal to the highest state
authority for various reasons: to request
financial assistance, decent housing or a
personal recommendation. Others wish to
denounce injustice, gain some moral
recognition, or cultivate the relationship
with their homeland. Still more write to
send gifts, suggestions and ideas for
eccentric inventions.
From these documents, preserved in the
Archives of the Presidency of the Republic,
this volume explores the relationship
between citizens and the institution and
examines what those letters reveal about
society: the values, hopes and fears of a
country which has not yet fully come to
terms with the legacy of war and is already
struggling with dreams and problems of
post-war reconstruction and
modern
times.
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IL SERVIZIO SOCIALE IN COMUNE
Teresa Bertotti
Santarcangelo di Romagna (RN), Maggioli, 2016
Social Services linked to municipalities are
central in the implementation of welfare
policies and is estimated that almost
20.000 professional social workers are
employed in this sector in Italy.
As “street-level bureaucrats” they act with
autonomy and discretion, with differences
related to the various organisational assets
adopted by the municipalities.
Carrying out different activities, from social
secretariat,
activation
of
services,
supporting individuals and communities,
professional social workers play an role in
promoting social wellbeing and putting
into effects citizenship’s rights.
Despite their relative high number and the
complexity of their role, stretched between
social demands and policies, texts dedicate
at describing and analyzing its features and
criticism are almost inexistent, at least in
the Italian scene.
Built on research results and professional experience of the co - authors, the text is a collective
work which aims at filling this gap. After the preface by Lavinia Bifulco, it consist of four
chapters dedicated to four cross-cutting themes (the background, legal responsibilities,
documentation, and working together) and six chapters dedicated to social work with different
groups of population.
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YOUTH, SPACE AND TIME
AGORAS AND CHRONOTOPES IN THE GLOBAL CITY
Edited by Carles Feixa, Carmen Leccardi, and Pam Nilan
Leiden & Boston, Brill, 2016
This book engages with the experience of space and time in youth cultures across the world.
Putting together contemporary case studies on young transnationalists, young glocals and young
protesters in cities on the five continents, it analyzes new agoras and chronotopes in global cities.
It is based on a selection of papers first presented to the International Sociological Association
(ISA) Research Committee 34 session on Youth Cultures, Space and Time that took place during
the ISA World Congresses of Sociology in Gothenburg, Sweden (2010), and in Yokohama, Japan
(2014).
The value of this volume for youth
researchers worldwide is twofold. Firstly,
the
chapters
exemplify
innovative
approaches to understanding the fluid and
dynamic urban space-time dimension in
which young people’s cultural and bodily
practices are located.
Secondly, the volume offers a transnational
perspective. Chapter contributors come
from countries across the world, and give
account of very diverse youth culture
phenomena.
They
represent
both
established researchers and new voices in
youth research.
Contributors are: Óscar Aguilera Ruiz,
Ilenya Camozzi, Carles Feixa, Vitor Sérgio
Ferreira, Liliana Galindo Ramírez, Elham
Golpoush-Nezhad, Leila Jeolás, Jeffrey J.
Juris, Hagen Kordes, Sofia Laine, Carmen
Leccardi, Pam Nilan, Jordi Nofre, Ndukaeze
Nwabueze, Luca Queirolo Palmas, Yannis
Pechtelidis, Geoffrey Pleyers, José Sánchez
García, Mahmood Shahabi.
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I MONDI DEL VINO
Enografia dentro e fuori il bicchiere
Gianmarco Navarini
Bologna, il Mulino, 2015

Today everybody – including non-drinkers
and health enthusiasts – is perfectly aware
that wine is no longer a mere beverage. For
many people wine is at the centre of
activities involving passions, hobbies,
study, knowledge, sociality, employment,
profit, collecting, communication, and even
snobbery. The fact that the social contexts
relating to wine are so numerous and
diverse explains why it’s a topic that is both
widely discussed and culturally neglected.
Modern wine – reflecting both a universal
appreciation for quality and a humble
acknowledgement of the impossibility of a
shared definition – requires a grand social
(and economic) account in which a sense
of novelty, for better or for worse, makes
the difference. Having to deal with an
often incomprehensible technical and
critical vocabulary, new oenophiles need to
pick their way through terroirs and crus,
judges and sommeliers, wine auctions and
classifications,
tasting
events
and
competitions, and – of course – vineyards
and wineries.
A good wine connoisseur is familiar with each wine’s best vintage; a wine snob even knows the
name of the chief vintner.
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UNDERSTANDING MOBILITIES FOR DESIGNING CONTEMPORARY CITIES
Edited by Paola Pucci and Matteo Colleoni
Cham (ZG), Springer, 2016
This book explores mobilities as a key to
understanding the practices that both
frame and generate contemporary
everyday life in the urban context.
At the same time, it investigates the
challenges arising from the interpretation
of mobility as a socio-spatial phenomenon
both in the social sciences and in urban
studies. Leading sociologists, economists,
urban planners and architects address the
ways in which mobilities contribute to
producing diversified uses of the city and
describe forms and rhythms of different
life practices, including unexpected uses
and conflicts.
The sections of the book focus on the role
of mobility in transforming contemporary
cities; the consequences of interpreting
mobility as a socio-spatial phenomenon for
urban projects and policies; the conflicts
and inequalities generated by the copresence of different populations due to
mobility and by the interests gathered
around major mobility projects; the use of
new data and mapping of mobilities to
enhance comprehension of cities.
The theoretical discussion is complemented by references to practical experiences, helping
readers gain a broader understanding of mobilities in relation to the capacity to analyze, plan and
design contemporary cities.
Contributions by: Mario Boffi, Matteo Colleoni, Dietrich Henckel, Vincent Kaufmann, Sven
Kesselring, Arturo Lanzani, Antonio Longo, Fabio Manfredini, Giulio Mattioli, Robert Nadler,
Giampaolo Nuvolati, Gabriele Pasqui, Paola Pucci, Paolo Tagliolato, Susanne Thomaier, Bruna
Vendemmia.
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Publications

Ilenya CAMOZZI
Young People on the Move. Cosmopolitan Strategies in the Transition to Adulthood
in Feixa, C., Leccardi, C. and Nilan, P. (Eds.)
Youth, Space and Time. Agoras and Chronotopes in the Global City
Leiden & Boston, Brill, pp. 44-64, 2016

Daniela CHERUBINI - María Pilar TUDELA-VÁZQUEZ
Beyond Victims and Cultural Mediators. An Intersectional Analysis of Migrant Women's
Citizenship Practices in Spain and the United States
in Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia
n.3, pp. 461-480, 2016

Sebastiano CITRONI
Stili di scena urbani. Il nesso parte-tutto in via Padova e oltre
in Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia
n. 2, pp. 321-348, 2016

Matteo COLLEONI
A Social Science Approach to the Study of Mobility: An Introduction
in Pucci, P. and Colleoni, M. (Eds.)
Understanding Mobilities For Designing Contemporary Cities
Cham (ZG), Springer, pp. 23-33, 2016

Paul Michael GARRETT – Teresa BERTOTTI
Social Work and the Politics of ‘Austerity’: Ireland and Italy
European Journal of Social Work
First published online, May 26, pp. 1-13, 2016

Marco GRASSO
The Political Feasibility of Consumption-Based Carbon Accounting
in New Political Economy
n. 21(4), pp. 401-413, 2016
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Carmen LECCARDI
Youth Cultures in the New Century: Cultural Citizenship and Cosmopolitanism
in Feixa, C., Leccardi, C. and Nilan, P. (Eds.)
Youth, Space and Time. Agoras and Chronotopes in the Global City
Leiden & Boston, Brill, pp. 115-130, 2016

Lorenzo NATALI
Eliciting Narratives on the Experiences of Environmental Victimization: A Qualitative Visual
Method
in Spapens, T., White, R. and Huisman, W. (Eds.)
Environmental Crime in Transnational Context: Global Issues in Green Enforcement and Criminology
London and New York, Routledge, pp. 250-267, 2016

Giampaolo NUVOLATI
Resident and Non-resident Populations: Types of Conflicts
in Pucci, P. and Colleoni, M, (Eds.)
Understanding Mobilities For Designing Contemporary Cities
Cham (ZG), Springer, pp.191-203, 2016

Emanuela SALA – Roberto LILLINI
Undercoverage Bias in Telephone Surveys in Europe: The Italian Case
in International Journal of Public Opinion Research
First published online, September 27, pp. 1-24, 2016

Mara TOGNETTI (a cura di)
Anziani tra invecchiamento attivo e salute
Salute e Società
n. 1, 2016

Simone TOSI - Tommaso VITALE
Modernizzazione, agire di comunità e azione collettiva: alle radici della political economy
urbana
in Stato e Mercato
n. 107(2), pp. 241-272, 2016
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Events
JAMES SHANAHAN (Indiana University)
University of Milano-Bicocca
September, 2016
Last September our Department received a visit from Prof. James Shanahan of Indiana
University who also held a seminar entitled “Recent developments in cultivation theory.
Privacy, social media and authoritarianism”. Prof. Shanahan is Dean of the Media School at
Indiana University and one of the most prominent scholars who worked on the so-called
“cultivation theory” in the last decades.
In its most familiar version, cultivation theory states that those who spend more time watching
television are more likely to perceive the real world in ways that reflect the most common and
recurrent messages of the world of fictional media. The theory was first developed by George
Gerbner in the late ’60s and then developed with the contribution of Larry Gross, Michael
Morgan, Nancy Signorielli and our guest, James Shanahan.
Prof. Shanahan started his talk with a history of this theory from the inside. There is an
assumption in cultivation theory which is the existence of a media “mainstream”, a “message
system” that conveys convergent stories about the world. So far, television has been seen so far
as the biggest contributor to that system. But what about today’s digital media panorama? Is
this theory still useful in the new media era, characterized by a high fragmentation of sources?
Prof. Shanahan has shown examples of interesting research on cultivation effects on privacy
concerns and on authoritarianism in the digital era.
About 30 persons were present at the seminar. Among them, the discussant prof. Fausto
Colombo from “Università Cattolica” and other colleagues interested in the study of media and
culture, also coming from “Università Statale di Milano” and IULM. The seminar was organized
by Marco Gui (Department of Sociology and Social Research and CISEPS – Center for
Interdisciplinary Studies in Economics, Psychology and Social Sciences).
Prof. Shanahan has also called for proposals of collaboration with his school, regarding both
research and teaching. Indiana Media School is a very recent institution (it was founded in
2015) and it is looking for collaboration both inside the US and abroad.
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International Scholars

VISITING AND ERASMUS OPPORTUNITIES
The Department of Sociology and Social Research welcomes scholars to apply to our
international programs to become a:
●

Visiting professor / researcher;

●

Erasmus professor / researcher.

Present Visiting scholars are:
●
Maël Dif-Pradalier (Swiss National Science Foundation, Switzerland);
●
Fernando Diaz Orueta (University of La Rioja, Spain);
●
Maria Lucia Lopes Da Silva (Universidade de Brasilia, Brasil).

For further information:
http://www.sociologia.unimib.it/default.asp?idPagine=2780
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Miscellaneous

WRAPPING UP SUMMER SCHOOL 2016
The Forms of Urban Attractiveness - Milan & Barcelona. As Two
Attractive Cities
The Department of Sociology and Social Research at University of Milano-Bicocca in
collaboration with the Faculty of Economics and Business at University of Barcelona organized an
awesome experience: thanks to this intensive collaboration amongst Professors Giampaolo
Nuvolati, Silvia Mugnano, Matteo Colleoni, tutor Letizia Chiappini (Unimib) and Professor
Montserrat Pareja Eastaway (UB), we gathered outstanding postgraduate and senior
undergraduate students from universities around the world, such as Costa Rica, Peru, Georgia,
Turkey. The Summer School provided an opportunity to investigate leading-edge theoretical and
methodological questions, along with the topic of urban attractiveness and the related policy, in
the field of sociology, economics, geography, urban studies. The two universities featured
contributions from internationally renowned figures, from inside and outside of Milan and
Barcelona. Furthermore, it offered the opportunity to visit these two European cities: field trips
and shared social activities round off the programme. Particularly, we focused on the tour in
specific places and “hot-spots” within the two cities in order to corroborate the theoretical part
with the empirical field.

We are delighted to announce the third edition of the Summer School 2017: first week in Milan
from 10th to 15th & second week in Barcelona from 17th to 21th July 2017.
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INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL
Rethinking the Culture of Tolerance
The International Summer School “Rethinking the Culture of Tolerance” was organised as a
three-year joint program (2014-2016) of the University of Milano-Bicocca, the University of
Sarajevo and the University of East Sarajevo, with the patronage of the Embassy of the Republic
of Italy in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Launched precisely with the scope to address the question of
toleration as one of the most challenging in the contemporary world, in 2014 it was hosted by
the University of East Sarajevo, from September 15 th to 21st, under the title “The new Challenges
of the European Integration”. In its second year, the School took place at the University of
Milano-Bicocca, from September 14th to 20th 2015 (Bicocca Summer Schools for EXPO),
approaching the question of the “Minorities in Democracy”. The third year of the School closed
on 25th September 2016 at the University of Sarajevo, while its specific topic was “Tolerance and
Conflict Prevention and Resolution, from the Neighbourhoods to the International Community”.

The Italian Ambassador in Bosnia and Herzegovina Ruggero Corrias at the Opening Ceremony - Photograph: Matteo Ceschi
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Open to the MA and PhD students, the School involved scholars and young researches from
several European and regional universities, creating a platform for an intensive one-week
training, which was an excellent forum for unpacking the multifarious and heuristic potential of
the concept and the practice of tolerance.

The last generation of the School, 33 participants selected among 125 applications from all over
the world, enjoyed especially the Opening lecture of the Prof. Anna Elisabetta Galeotti
(University of East Piedmont) on “Toleration in the Age of Religious Terrorism”, and Lectio
magistralis of the Prof. Tariq Modood (University of Bristol) on “Ethnicity and Citizenship”. A
Photo exibition “KO.existence” by Matteo Ceschi (Milan) and Jim Marshall (Sarajevo), organised
in Sarajevo Gallery “Public Room Evergreen” within the project, added the quality of an
alternative language by which the social co-existence may be considered today.
The members of the Scientific Committee of the School, directed and coordinated by Tatjana
Sekulić, Department of Sociology and Social Research, has been working already on the new
three-year project related to the concept and the practice of toleration throughout the
European societies in the perspective of the 30 th anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall in
2019.
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MAIB – MASTER IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
A DOUBLE CREDENTIAL MASTER PROGRAM: Preparing Future Business Leaders to Tackle
Today’s Complex Business Environment Through MAIB - Master in International Business
Development.
Bicocca is becoming more global in terms of our students, faculty and staff. Thanks to our vision
towards internalization, MAIB has been successful having students from all over the world across
diverse academic and professional backgrounds. Designed by University of Milano-Bicocca in
partnership with Centennial College (Toronto, Canada) and Alliance University (Bangalore,
India), MAIB focuses on core business fundamentals, as well as developing students’ intercultural competencies in order to equip them to lead organizations and communities.
Students
benefit
from
the
experiential educational journey and
attain two internationally recognized
degrees: a 1st Level European
Master Degree and a Canadian
Graduate Certificate in International
Business Management (IBM), with
an option of a 3rd MBA Degree
from Alliance University (India), with
an additional study period of 4
months.
The importance of diversity: MAIB Team is conducting a study on the development of intercultural
sensitivity throughout the 3 terms in 3 different countries as students are driven to reflect on
their experience (more on: http://maib-business.blogspot.it/).
After two successful editions, we are launching the 3rd cohort this year with 15 bright candidates
from Italy, India, Jamaica, Bolivia, Mexico, Nigeria and Ghana.
Location

Milan (1st term in Italy), Bangalore (2nd term in India), Toronto (3rd term in Canada)

Call for applications

March 2017

Prerequisites

BA Degree

For further
information

maib.masters@unimib.it, fabio.corno@unimib.it, richa.lal@unimib.it,

Credits

90 CFU

Duration

14 months

Tuition

15.000 € does not include living and travel costs

Dates

Sept. 2017 – Nov. 2018
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MASTER in RIGHTS OF FOREIGNERS AND MIGRATORY POLICY
The Master “Rights of foreigners and migratory policy” involves both the Department of
Sociology and Social Research and the Law Department. It is a First-level Master designed for all
working in the migrations field. It falls into two sections, one legal and the other political and
social. It lasts 18 months, is coordinated by Mara Tognetti and presided over by Paolo Bonetti.
Those already working in the immigration field will have priority in enrolment. Accreditation is
also being arranged with the Roll of Lawyers and the Roll of Social Workers. Besides theory, there
is a combined theory and practice part and a compulsory internship. Thirty-seven enrolled for
the first edition, coming from all over Italy.
The two sides to the Master entail compulsory tuition in legal aspects and compulsory tuition in
sociology and social policy: out of 12 theoretical/practical subjects offered, the student must
choose 3 focusing on operational sides to migration. This theory/practice runs parallel with a
compulsory internship which will be hosted by an organization accredited with the Master
programme.
Unique in Italy for its formula, the Master enlists the top Italian (though not only Italian) experts
in migration dynamics, drawing on a total panel of 90 teachers from different backgrounds and
disciplines: jurists, sociologists, doctors, psychotherapists and language and cultural mediators.
The Master introduces the tools and know-how of law, sociology and social policy needed to
cope with immigration and the legal/social condition of foreigners in Italy, to plan and
implement migratory policy and the legal or social services and schemes connected with foreign
immigrants, as well as to prevent and combat discrimination, drawing on the good practices,
migratory history and experience of other countries.
The
Master
provides
specialist
and
interdisciplinary knowledge to meet these
requirements. It aims to produce professionals
capable of handling the social and the legal
aspects of migration, asylum, citizenship and the
condition of foreigners in Italy. It will provide an
update for those already working with
immigrants, in the service, public, or private
profit-making sectors.
master e-mail: master.distrapom@unimib.it
master webswite: www.unimib.it/dspm
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INTRODUCING THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON
GENDER AND RELIGIONS
The relationship between social change, gender identities and religions in the contemporary world
remains an often under-theorized field of research across disciplines. Religions seem to support
traditional gender roles; the dominant religious doctrines were and still are formulated by men.
However, gender identities are rapidly changing and, consequently, the relations between women
and men.
Recent studies have shown that there is a strong connection between social change—such as the
impact of ICTs, increased intercultural and transcultural interaction and exchange, migration
processes—and religious identities. If and how women have opportunity to influence religious
doctrine and if this opportunity is increasing with the generational turnover (Millennials and Gen Z
members) is also a theme now needing more attention.
The Framework Convention (FC)
“Gender and Religions” has been
developed to enhance knowledge
sharing and research collaboration on
these key issues. The FC, launched by
Matilde Ferretto and Elisabetta
Ruspini from our Department, is a
confederation of 26 Universities and
nearly 20 research centers across Italy
which banded together to study,
using an interdisciplinary perspective,
how contemporary processes of
change are affecting religious
identities for women and men.
Graphic Designer: Lorena Leto Barone

Six Departments belonging to the University of Milano-Bicocca are involved in the collaborative
project. The research group based in the Department of Sociology and Social Research comprises
the following people: Marina Calloni; Rita Capurro; Carla Facchini, Matilde Ferretto; Carmen
Leccardi; Roberto Marchisio; Enzo Matera; Ezio Marra, Elisabetta Ruspini (reference person);
Tatjana Sekulić; Mara Tognetti. The first activity planned is a survey among university students on
religiosity and interreligious dialogue.
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EDV ITALY PROJECT
Within its numerous activities, EDV Italy Project – a project devoted to eliminating domestic
violence – organized a conference with Nadia Murad on 4 th May 2016. The conference was part
of the Human Rights Festival, held in Milan from 3 rd to 8th May.
Nadia Murad is a 23 years old Yazidi woman, who was able to survive the violence of the
DAESH/ISIS, after being kidnapped, sexually enslaved and sold to militia groups. After her
liberation and the acquisition of the status of refugee in Germany, Nadia started a tenacious
campaign of awareness in several countries with the aim at mobilising the international
community in favor of the Yazidi people (a religious minority located in Iraq), subjected to mass
massacres. Nadia was recently appointed at the United Nations in New York "Goodwill
Ambassador for the Dignity of Survivors of Human Trafficking".
The conference had important both international and national consequences.
- The Rector, Prof. Maria Cristina Messa, who attended the conference, welcomed Nadia Murad
and Murad Ismael’s (President of Yazda) request to host in our university 10 Yazidi students,
who were living in refugee camps in Iraq. On 15 th September, our University welcomed these
students, so that they can gradually begin their studies in a situation of peace.
- After the conference, Prof. Calloni was able to arrange a meeting in Rome with the deputy
President of the Senate, Sen. Valeria Fedeli. After this encounter and thanks to the support of
other MPs, Sen. Fedeli took an important decision. She promoted a “Motion for the Recognition
of the Genocide of the Yazidi people", which was delivered on 18 th May 20016 to the Senate. On
September 26th the Chamber of Deputies approved unanimously the same motion. The Italian
Government is now committed to supporting the cause of the Yazidi people because of the
recognition of the genocide perpetrated against them by the DAESH/ISIS fighters.

The recording of the conference is here available: http://www.edvitaly-project.unimib.it/it/nadia-murad-il-videodella-conferenza/

EDV Italy Project started on 31st May, 2013, thanks to an agreement signed between the Rector
of the University of Milano-Bicocca and Baroness Patricia Scotland, founder and president of
Eliminate Domestic Violence Global Foundation (EDV GF), member of the House of Lords and
now Secretary General to the Commonwealth. EDV Italy Project is now a departmental research
center, based at the Department of Sociology and Social Research. It is coordinated by Prof.
Marina Calloni and composed by professors and experts in the field of the struggle against
domestic violence (Patrizia Farina, Claudia Pecorella, Giorgia Serughetti, Simonetta Agnello
Hornby, Giulia Maldifassi, Sabrina Ortelli, Marta Pietrobelli, Anna Gadda; Comunicazione: Giada
Marcolungo).
➢ For further information:
●
website: www.edvitaly-project.unimib.it
●
email: edvitaly@gmail.com
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