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There was a time when only census data was seen as
revealing the truth about a population. The idea of drawing
conclusions from a small sample seemed absurd until the first
U.S. election polls, or straw polls, appeared. Over time, survey
sampling theory advanced, giving strong scientific support to
global statistics. With the rise of the Internet and massive data
collection, a key question emerges: if we can gather and store
huge amounts of data, do we still need sampling? This talk
reviews the history and principles of sampling to explore this
question in the era of big data.
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